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LOch‘f‘cs ST, u~
In-tetics Situntion N othoo. L«k OS
L turling the

firot 11 months of 1963 un eatimted 96,000 1ons¥ of supplics moved
futo ooy from North Vietnaw, wost of it by truciks After deductiay -
estinoted requiresents of Coammist :i’srcu.a in Loos (40,200 tons),
about 57,000 tona were avellable £or stockpiling ia Ioos sad for
stockplling o uwse In Scull Vietnam. OF the tofal flw,‘rabout
52,000 tons woved into northern Lood -- un averane o: shouk 130
tans por day. amﬁ iz vell in excens of estimated rgquimm&nm
{55 tons por day) and svrzests that sizeadle gtocke have Yeen and
axd Lelng continwally dullt up in the north. Some economic gooda
(rice, ooit, wire) have been involved im the traffle and szome Toopn
hoye heen brought ia by truck. Iaterpal wmovement of supplies pivots
on two major arass -~ Sennsun and Ban Bag.  In the sume period about
55,000 tons were wmoved int o southern Lucg over truck and tr2il from
North Vietnzim -~ an aversge of shout 165 tons per doy. After
deducting reguiresents (65 tonz dolly) two-thirds of the remining
100 tons Qalily oare availeble Tow stocupiling in gouthern Laos ocud
Couth Vietnom and opc-third fop forvardinyg to meet the exteronl
requlrenonts froo Horth Vietnua of Cuumunlst Lorces in South Vietsua.
Ao in portheran Lacs the 'flw in cxceas of requirements suggests
the oointenngee of more than adequate stwﬁ.

2. Such rescyves obviute the nead for any audden and concerted
buildep by the enozy. Since late October 1963, hewever, there haa
been gome dmprovement lnm Communist air defense copabllitiss in tha
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¥TTTRIY Ticures ave ig choct tous belors ded uetians for losses.
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Liwriien Pankandle.  Sevorol S5-wm A Gung = the largest curreut

ceserved Ia Loos -- £g well ao two Porslble firve comtrol ruldsr have

bren noted.
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4.  In Noveudber stieck sorties incrensed 104 perceat end 45
! percent in southern Lase {Steel Tiser) and mortbhern Luos (Zarpel
Roll), recpectively, over the level Tlowa in Cctober 1963 (pre-boah

8 kalt). Rolative priority my be sees ia the fuct that only 10
rercent of the gorties vere flovn In northera loos. This gtap-up
reaulted from Ul atierpta to Proexpt the ciswy’s historical &y

seansa dogistic offensive and woa fzellitdted by ronowrces divertad
Troa booding operaticns in MyM. Althouzh there lave been no B-52
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Striies wgodney norihoera Lzos, there las boer a 343 Pereent incresge -
i such ctrikes 19 soulhern Lzos o Novenber over the lovel attnineg

in Octover oad mawe then 18 SO0 tons of bouba vere droppod.  Widge

sprend dorage 1o Reutes 65/6 and 7 4n sorthern 005 and the ey

Catrsace routes 1 the Powinndle -- Routes 12 (iMa G2 Pose) ond 912 -

resulted from the intensilied boxbing, but the logistica lov 1ato

ead theough Loos hug boen funtaingd through r2pid repair ol exlsting

#oods ond coastrusiion of new bypasEes. 25%1
Yalue of Soursen np Inﬂmr:tag'_q

5a

provide

in varying degrees Indieations ©f the level snd divection of truek
Teultle, condition of roadz » tud the corposition of the logietico
flov from Horth Vietnnn fate Loos. Ag noted above, howaver, the
extent of supply stocls cwrently avallabla in Loos Wold permit the
wnemy 1o Launck @ major offcasive without any incresse 4n the aupply
Lopul. |

Gape rad Prohloss i

-

Ge  Reanirementa., Thore {2 Little inforumstion on Conmunist

SupRply requirementis in noxthern Laog. Fop exaple, ve 4o not know
e extent 4o vhick thelr forees 1 northesn Lacy depend on Borihx
Vietnoa for ool swplies. Cur gstimate of their other noeds -
mmitions, elothing aag equdnment, ud POL ew :!.s ag extropolation
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Lrred on entlnnted oun *‘»ZLJ repnlioceents oF trtone In the Peahenlla.
L/ 1 * S . "t 8 5 25X1
(« Order of Tittle, provides cnly a provinclal
Yacakdovn of eneny tactied) strongih, wot totol sirenoth. For
exaaple, in Quicber covny tocticnl stxength i glven ss 55,750
while todad enemy ctmansth is cureied ot 93,425, We need an OB
reileting total ensmy ptyengih by provines in order to ssrevs enamy
1opdstical royulrcrneity.
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